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What’s
Wakefield
without
the
woods?

By Hunter Cresswell

The race is on to preserve a
100-acre forest near Wakefield.

Hundred Acre Wood also
known as the Minnes Lands east
of Chemin Rockhurst in Wake-
field is home to several at-risk
species, including western
chorus frogs, monarch butter-
flies, and bobolink blackbirds,
as well as eastern white cedars
— rare in this area because of
logging over the past few centur-
ies. The land is also identified by
the National Capital Commis-
sion as an important ecological
corridor for wildlife moving to
and from Gatineau Park.

These aren’t the only reasons
why there’s an effort by Wake-
field residents to protect the
land — people say they love it
for what it is now and don’t want
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codlition’s Facebook page.

“Climate justice is social justice!” chanted about 50 members of the La Péche Cocllhon for a Green New Deal, including Miriam Ponette, Hilary Jocelyn,
Renny Lambton, Ellie Wilkinson, Noelle Walsh, Adrian Kiva and llse Turnsen, shown here, carrying a sign painted by Marc Walter, as they marched from
Jacques-Cartier Park in Gatineau to Parliament Hill in Ottawa as part of the global #FridaysForFuture climate strike on March 19. Joined by activists from
other organizations, including TROVEPO, the Public Service Alliance of Canada, Climate Action Carleton, and Action Climat Outaouais, the march,
involving less than a hundred people, was intended to “send a strong message to elected officials: enough with the empty promises,” according to the

Stuart Benson photo

Just the beginning’ for snowboarder

By Stuart Benson

Wakefield snowboard cross
star Griffin Mason, 16, is 19th in
the world after placing third in

his heat at the FIS World Junior
Championship in Krasnoyarsk,
Russia on March 23 — Russian
time.

After a difficult start that left

Mason falling into last place, he
was able to race his way back,
overtaking Czech racer Vojtech
Trojan. Unfortunately, Italian
racer Devin Castello and French

racer Guillaume Herpin, both
national team snowboarders for
their respective countries, were
just too far ahead by the time

Continued page 2

Vax pace ‘rapidly increasing’

By Stuart Benson

Mass vaccinations in the
Outaouais began almost two
weeks ago on March 11 at sites

like the Centre Wakefield La
Péche, and, while the region
has already begun vaccinations
for those over the age of 65, the
region currently ranks seventh

in the province in average vac-
cinations, according to Camille
Brochu-Lafrance, a media rela-
tions agent for Centre intégré de
santé et de services sociaux de

I'Outaouais (CISSSO).

At a press conference on
March 17, CISSSO announced
that 8,000 doses of the vaccine
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The local experts serving the
Gatineau Hills since 1952
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