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Mapping the Community Forest of the MRC des Collines-de-l’Outaouais Science and art project to reveal the state of regional forests after 300 years of transformation.

Cartographier la forêt communautaire de la MRC des Collines-de-l'Outaouais : Un projet scientifique et artistique novateur pour révéler l'état des forêts régionales après 300 ans de transformation.

Le génie 
émerge 
du 
collectif

Genius 
emerges 
from the 

collective

2



3

Informed by Time, change, 
   industry, development, future HOPE;  
        Science, Society,  Mental Health,  
              co-creation, inclusive process.                 

 A time of new collectives: global, local, micro.  
       across-generational levels 
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Positive vessels for 

collaboration 

Small & giant pockets  
of vision. 

  
Change-makers               
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Gaia Nerve Cell 

Human  
connection 

interdependence 
impact  

w/  
Nature 
Others 
Data  

from a long-range project  
conceived in 2019 

w/ Ilse Turnsen 

involving communities 
Art’s language 
Tree plantings 

& 
digital mapping  

of forest changes  
through time 





FOREST 
Natural ecosystem of  
interdependent living organisms,  
including trees, plants, animals,  
fungi, & microorganisms, 
interacting with each other and 
their environment….  

… governed by various  
ecological processes such 
as nutrient cycling,  
energy flow & succession,  
which contribute to the  
stability & resilience  
of the forest ecosystem.

SOCIETY          

System of interconnected individuals, 
groups, institutions, & cultures that 

interact within a shared framework of 
norms, values, and structures to 
facilitate social organization and 

collective functioning

 


… governed 

by voting.

8SYMBIOSIS

 a long-term interaction between two organisms, species, groups living in close physical association, 

typically to the advantage of both.
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? 
What was best way to transfer knowledge, about big topics, 

in short, participatory workshops, 

across a massive region, 


through art 

…


that could also become 

 a touring art exhibition



?
?

??
?

!

?
?

What techniques could consistently engage a wide range of participants , tell the story … and generate wonder? 
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Inspired by 

the fine paper 

pages in 

Michelangelo’s 

painting.


Trees hold & 
transfer knowledge. 

Trees give us 

paper, books, 

& inspiration.


Trees give us 

materials for thinking,

& feeling with pictures,

patterns & words.


TREE SCROLLS with line drawings  
…could be simple,


detailed,

traced, 


or free-hand.


 Participants explored 

vintage & scientific illustrations, 


live leaves, seedpods & pinecones,

field guides, books 


& online photos.


CONCEPT:  
A gathering of TREE SCROLLS  
holds dreams of healthy 

community forests.

         Rice paper is acid free

       & lasts for ages.   
   Most is actually made  
from Mulberry trees.





TRANSPARENT video projections suggest dream-like qualities . . .  
layers of history . . . perception . . . imagination . . . hope 
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A concept-model shows human fingerprint & seasonal color to touch on ideas of “Forest Time”;   memory  …   emotion …. desire …..  intention  
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Tea   /  Welcoming      

Land Acknowledgement    

Intro > Science + Time      

Video prototype  loops  

Talking Circle  


Materials intro  


How-to Demo


Drawing


Surprises 
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